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“The Good Slice of Life” 
Rev. George Schuessler 

 

Edgar A. Guest writes:  1 When the bees are in the clover, 
        And a blue sky’s bending over 
        The old world aglow with sunshine 
        Just as far as I can see; 
        When the breezes are suggesting 
        All the happiness of resting 
        Though it’s time to gather honey, 
        Then I’m glad I’m not a bee. 
2 There are some who flit for money       3 Oh! I think it is much better 
   As the bee goes after honey;           Not to be a honey getter; 
   There are splendors all around them          I would rather lie and dream here 
   Which they never pause to see.          Underneath this shady tree. 
   They are slaves to Tyrant Duty,          Let the busy bee keep working, 
   But when summer spills her beauty          Here’s a day just made for shirking; 
   And makes days as fair as this one,          In this lovely summer weather, 
   Then I’m glad I’m not a bee.           I don’t want to be a bee. 
 

As summer spills her beauty and when the breezes are suggesting all the 
happiness of resting, I seek the shady tree. God seems to understand this all too 
well as he set the guideline for living in the Ten Commandments. “Remember the 
Sabbath day and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. But 
the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work, 

you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in 
six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the 
Lord blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it.” (Exodus 20:8-11) 
 

Amid all the business of life that clutters our lives we need to hear these words from Edgar and the Lord God. How 
many of us are worn thin? How many are exhausted as we near the dreaded burnout. There’s not enough time, too 
much to do, and rest is often interrupted by some Tyrant Duty. Why do we overbook our lives with the business of 
this world? “Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. What do people gain from all the toil 
at which they toil under the sun? I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing 
after wind.” (Ecclesiastes 1:2-3,14) 
 

Martin Luther in his explanation of the 3RD Commandment writes, “We are to be reverent and love God, so that we 
do not despise preaching or God’s Word, but instead keep that Word holy and gladly hear and learn it.” Now is the 
time for all of us to examine ourselves and strive for the Good Slice of Life. To stop and smell the roses, to sit in the 
shade of God’s tree in the sanctuary of the Church, and to respond to Jesus’ invitation, “Come to me, all you that are 
weary and carrying heavy burdens and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11:28-29) Sunday mornings do make 
sense, because I don’t want to be a bee. 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 
413 Dewey Street 

PO Box 98 
Berthold, ND 58718 

Phone: 701-453-3650 
 

Carpio Lutheran Church 
200 2nd St W 

Carpio, ND 58725 
Phone: 701-468-5941 

 

Pastor: 
George Schuessler 

(701) 453-3121 
(701) 720-6839 

 

Worship at Carpio: 9am 
Fellowship: 10am 

Worship at Zion: 11am 
 

Our Mission is to proclaim 
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Day Camp at Zion with 

Metigoshe Ministries!! 
 

June 26th – 30th 

9am-3pm Monday – Thursday 

9am-11:30am – Friday 
 

Everyone entering Grades 1st – 6th in the fall 

are welcome to attend! 
 

Come for a FREE week of fun with the Counselors from 

Camp Metigoshe. There will be singing and LOTS of FUN 

all while learning about our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ! 

Sunday School & Luther League held 

their end of year party together in 

May. The Sunday Schooler’s received 

Dairy Queen gift cards for good 

attendance and then the Luther 

Leaguer’s played some Minute to Win 

It games – a great time was had by 

all!! 



Carpio Vacation Bible School – Food Truck Party is a Success!!! 
 

Carpio held their Annual Vacation Bible School May 22nd – May 26th with fun, food and singing every 

evening. They ended the week on Friday night with a program and Ice Cream Social. It was another 

successful year with about 25 kids attending. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

Erika Neshem will be traveling to Guatemala in August with a group of UND Nursing Students to 

volunteer in local clinics and build a home for a family! 
 

Their group is looking for donations to bring with for the malnutrition center there. If anyone would 

like to donate items, they can be dropped off at Zion in the fellowship area. 
 

Most needed items: diapers, diaper rash cream, baby bottles and extra nipples, bibs (no 

tie closures), baby socks/non-slip shoes, eye droppers/oral syringes, probiotic/digestive 

aid, kids toothbrushes/paste, gummy or liquid vitamins, ibuprofen/Tylenol/Benadryl, 

Band-aids, wound care/wrapping. Other needed donations: clothing (kids 

and smaller adult sizes, kids closed toed shoes, hygiene products, school 

supplies. 
 

Donations should be new items only. Thank you!  
 

End of Week Program 

The kids sang the new songs they learned and 

talked about the Bible Stories they learned. 

The Backdraft Restaurant 

brought their food truck down 

for added fun!! 



 

Serving in June at Carpio: 
 

Usher:   Altar Guild: 
    Austin Moen    Cathy Armstrong 

 

 
 

Serving in April at Zion: 
 

June 4th: 

 Reader: Amy Neshem Ushers: Grant Family 

June 11th: 

 Reader: Bob Grant Ushers: Grant Family 

June 18th: 

 Reader: Jill Brown Ushers: Grant Family 

June 25th: 

 Reader: Lyle Gorseth Ushers: Grant Family 

     

Altar Guild: Organist: 

 Barb Cooper 

Julie Deaver 

Kristin Berg 

 

 
 

Fellowship for the month of June will be served by the Zion 
Women. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS all who are ill.  

 
CONTINUED PRAYERS for all nursing home residents and homebound 

members. 
 

CONTINUED SAFETY for all military personnel who are stationed 
around the world. 
 

PLEASE NOTE that due to privacy issues, we cannot mention names 
in prayers without consent. 

 



ZLCW 
 

Gather at the Gazebo June 21st at 6:00 pm 
 

Evanger Women of the ELCA invited Women of Tolley Evangelical and Berthold Zion Women for an evening of 
fellowship, food and fun. It will take place at the Mouse River Park Gazebo. You can bring a donation for the 
Kenmare food pantry if you would like to participate in their June mission. Contact Gayle Gorseth with any 
questions.  
 
Triennial Convention 
 

The discounted rates for the Triennial Convention in Arizona is extended to June 15th. Scholarships are 
available from Western Prairie Cluster, SWO & ZLCW. 
 
 

 

Berthold Zion Food Pantry Schedule 
 

Open the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
 

Tuesday, June 13th – 10am-12pm and 5pm-7pm 
 

If the above times do not work for you, you may make an appointment 

for an alternate day and time by calling: 
 

Barb Cooper – 701-629-5075  Ladora Schuessler – 701-562-0041 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOINT SUMMER WORSHIP SERVICES begin June 4TH at 10am in Zion. 

Since Pastor will be in Bismarck for the Synod Assembly, Mr. Jeff Moen will 

be leading the Worship Service in Zion. There will NOT be Holy Communion 

on this first Sunday in June. We are very appreciative that Mr. Moen is able 

to lead worship and share a Gospel Message that will increase our knowledge of God and 

inspire us to faithfully participate in His mission of salvation for all people.  
 
 

A HOLY COMMUNION POLKA SERVICE will be held on June 11TH in Carpio as we have 

Joint Worship at 10am. We are appreciative that Alvis Martinson is willing to put together 

the Polka Music for this special worship service. Join in the fun as we reverently praise our 

Lord and receive the Grace of God in Holy Communion with some lively folk music. 

 



MAY 10TH, 2023, Zion Church Council Meeting at 7pm in Zion Fellowship Hall 
 

Meeting Called to Order & Correspondences Thank you to Richard Debertin for taking the confirmation pictures. 
Pastor George led us in an opening Prayer.                    President Seth Gravesen  
 

Council Members present: Pastor George and all council members were present. Treasurer Kylene Hornberger was 
absent. Motion to approve the minutes from the APRIL 12TH Council Meeting by Drew, Second by Gary. Motion 
Carried.                                    Secretary Kyle Schepp 
 

FINANCIAL REPORTS:                          Treasurer Kylene Hornberger 
April: 
General fund beginning Balance: $51,951.26, April income: $10,145.81. 
April expenses: $7,336.13, General Fund ending balance: $54,760.94. 
Pastoral account beginning balance: $2,992.99, Pastoral account ending balance: $2,683.12. 
Motion to approve the April financial report by Chad, Second by Nicki.  Motion Carried.   
 

TEAM REPORTS: 
Worship & Music: Klint compiled a list of the popular songs from the Blue Hymnal. We had some discussion about 
who should plan worship services. We talked about including the organists, the worship and music team, a member 
of the alter guild, a member of the Board of Ed and Pastor George to help plan services. We are thinking that this 
group would meet monthly to plan for the upcoming month. Rachel said that she would be the representative from 
the Sunday School. We will contact members of these groups and we will organize our team and see how it goes.   

          Janet Gregory & Klint Hanson  
Evangelism:                       Nicki Shelkey 
Stewardship & Finance: We will check on the cost of Day Camp and we will check with the Endowment fund on 
financing day camp.               Kyle Schepp 
Board of Education: Zion MIM Day Camp is June 26TH – 30TH. Board of Education meeting. Bonnie’s term on the 
Board is up and she said that she would not continue as the superintendent of the Sunday school. Thank you for 
your time and your commitment to the Sunday school over the years. Lisa Byrantt and Kershawn Michel will take 
over as superintendents. The meeting was great. There were a lot of new ideas on how to get the youth involved in 
everything in the church. We are going to get more music involved with the Sunday school and they are going to 
teach more of the catechism. Sunday school teachers had a party on the last day and gave out prizes for attendance.   

        Rachel Schieve & Drew Bryantt 
Luther League: We talked about getting the Luther league involved in more services.       Kyle Schepp 
Maintenance & Property:                     Gary Gathman, Klint Hanson, & Chad Schweitzer 

1. Explore Automatic Door Opener. (Fargo Glass est. $4000 for Opener only.) We are still waiting on bids for 
the door. 

2. Up-Date on Exterior Windows Project with Travis Sorenson. Travis is going to work it in to his schedule to 
finish the project. Gary would like to rent a lift to help Travis with finishing the windows above the 
sanctuary. 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT:  
A. Mar. 27TH – April 30TH Eighty Five in-person contacts. 
B. April 12TH Chaired Ecumenical Council meeting in Carpio. 
C. April 17TH Officiated the Brooks/DeLeon Wedding in Ward County Jail. 
D. April 18TH Hosted Bishop Craig Schweitzer at the Parsonage. 
E. April 19TH  Attended the Zion Board of Education Meeting. 
F. April 24TH  Attended the WND Synod Boundaries Workshop in Minot. 
G. April 30TH  Officiated the Kenneth Roark Family Prayer Service in Minot. 
H. May 1ST  Officiated the Kenneth Roark Funeral Service in Zion. 
I. May 7TH  Participated in the Ecumenical Baccalaureate Service in St. Ann’s Catholic. 
J. May 15TH – 19TH Will be attending “Festival of Homiletics” in Minneapolis, MN. 
K. May 22ND – 26TH Will be teaching for the Carpio Vacation Bible School. 



L. May 29TH Will Officiate at the Berthold Memorial Service. 
M. June 2ND – 4TH I am registered for the WND Synod Assembly in Bismarck, ND. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Motion to approve that Brennan Asmundson, Kashtyn Bredahl, & Elyssa Lindahl be received as Confirmed 

members of Zion, since participating May 7TH in “Affirmation of Baptism” by Rachel, Second Nicki. Motion 
Carried. (Confirmation Pictures taken by Richard Debertin & Gifted) 

2. Pastor George talked about purchasing new confirmation materials for the upcoming confirmations class 
“Colaborate: Lutheran Confirmation”. He would like to use the continuing education money that is set 
aside in the budget for education purposes. 

 Instructional Starter Kit (4 Units) costs $279.99 + S&H (1517 Media) 

 One Student Bundle (4 Units) costs $49.99 + S&H         (1517 Media) 
Motion to approve Pastor George purchase confirmation materials by Rachel, Second by Drew. Motion 
Carried. We will use the Pastor’s continuing education funds. The church will pay for the instructional 
starter kit and the church will pay for half of the Student bundle. 

3. Marilyn Deaver let us know that she reimbursed Zion for the mileage pastor Chris Lenning billed us for for 
helping with Laine Deaver’s funeral. 

4. We are going to change the day of our council meetings for the summer. We decided to move our 
meetings to the first Monday of each month. Our next meeting will be Monday June 5th at 7:00 pm. 

5. We talked about getting Richard Debertin a gift to Thank him for taking confirmation pictures. Motion to 
give Richard a $50 gift card to Cenex by Gary second by Chad. Motion Carried. 

 

NEXT ZION COUNCIL MEETING is Monday, JUNE 5TH at 7pm. 
Adjournment & The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 

 

Metigoshe Ministries Bible Camp 

Registration now Open!! 

 

For more information and to register, go to: 

www.metigosheministries.com 

 

Camperships are available – talk to Pastor George or Kershawn for more information. 

 

 

MOTORCYCLE RALLY ON JULY 9TH IN CARPIO 
 

Our Joint Summer Worship Service at 10am in Carpio will have music led by 
the Christian Motorcycle Association Praise Band. Holy Communion will be 
served during worship. A Door Offering will be received for the many 
ministries of the CMA. A special Fellowship picnic meal will be served on this 
Rally Sunday with our Motorcycle Friends! All are welcome! 

  

http://www.metigosheministries.com/


Zion Financials – April 2023 
 

Seth Gravesen - President Gary Gathman Rachel Schieve  
Chad Schweitzer - Vice President Klint Hanson Nicki Shelkey  
Kyle Schepp - Secretary Janet Gregory Drew Bryantt  
     

        General Account Beginning Balance   $   51,951.26 
INCOME:     

 Offerings:    

       04/02/2023 $      1,752.00  
               $6,654.00        04/09/2023 – Easter (both services) $      4,534.00  

Offering total       04/16/2023 $      1,159.00  
       04/23/2023 $          965.00  
       04/30/2023 $      1,155.00  
    
 Reimb. for Chris Lenning mileage $          133.90  
 Simply – Vanco $          442.17  
 State Bank and Trust – Interest $                4.74  

     
TOTAL INCOME   $   10,145.81 

 
 

  
EXPENSES:     
Western ND Synod    $          504.46  
Church Mutual - Insurance   $          460.92  
MDU (Church - $381.37; Parsonage - $117.00)  $          498.37  
Xcel Energy (Church - $244.94; Parsonage - $62.54)  $          307.48  
SRT (Church - $86.80; Parsonage - $113.29)  $          200.09  
City of Berthold (Church - $44.50; Parsonage - $62.40)  $          106.90  
Farmers Union Oil – Ice Melt  $             22.33  
Pastor George – reimb. for wireless microphone clip  $             10.58  
Julie Deaver – piano  $             75.00  
Dawna Helfrich – piano  $          450.00  
Curt Schumaier (Custodian)   $          350.00  
Kylene Hornberger (Treasurer)  $          650.00  
Kershawn Michel (Secretary)  $          500.00  
Transfer to Pastor Account  $      3,200.00  
    

Total Expenses   $      7,336.13 

    
General Account Ending Balance   $   54,760.94 

 
  



Pastor Payroll Account (Joint with Carpio) 
 

PASTOR ACCT BEGINNING BALANCE  $                       2,992.99  
Zion Deposits $                       3,200.00   

Carpio Deposits $                       3,200.00    
TOTAL DEPOSITS  $                       6,400.00  

EXPENSES:    

Portico (Pastor's Benefits) $                       1,781.04   

Mileage – Feb. $                            353.70   

Pastor George Payroll  $                       4,575.13    

TOTAL EXPENSES:  $                       6,709.87  

    

PASTOR ACCT ENDING BALANCE   $                       2,683.12 

 
 

 
 

Carpio Financials – as of May 28, 2023 
 
 

BUDGET SUMMARY 2023 

Month 

Offering 
needed to 
Meet the 
Budget 

2023 
Offering for the 

Month 

2022 
Offering for the 

Month 

2023 
Attendance/FB 

2022 
Attendance/FB 

January $7,720.83 $10,299.85 $11,823.30  787 135 751 

February $7,720.83 $4,414.00 $3,908.10   114 505 

March $7,720.83 $3,325.72 $5,145.01   254 503 

April $7,720.83 $6,837.00 $5,787.22   94 1216 

May $7,720.83 $2,684.00 $5,535.31   138 711 

June $7,720.83  $3,402.20   82 516 

July $7,720.83  $5,156.19   147 673 

August $7,720.83  $3,969.67   139 536 

September $7,720.83  $3,116.29    617 

October $7,720.83  $11,385.29    942 

November $7,720.83  $7,698.15    749 

December $7,720.83  $10,459.87    1033 

TOTAL $92,650.00 $27,560.57 $77,386.60  787 1103 8752 

        
Bremer Bank Checking Account: $7,707.29     
Thrivent Contingency Fund:  $3,830.80     
Thrivent Lindberg Fund:  $11,086.22     
      
TOTAL FUNDS: $50,184.88     

 



Live Streaming Information 

 

BOTH CARPIO & ZION LUTHERAN CHURCHES ARE 
LIVE STREAMING WORSHIP: 

 

 
Carpio Worship is on the Zion & Carpio Lutheran Churches FACEBOOK Page. 
 

Zion Worship is on You Tube by way of Zion Web page, www.zionberthold.com  
 

They will also be posted to be viewed at any time that you choose. For those who choose to use the ON LINE 
version of worship, your OFFERINGS may be mailed to the Financial Secretary of your congregation. 
 

The names and addresses of both Financial Secretaries are listed below: 
CARPIO FINANCIAL SECRETARY  ZION FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Marlis Peterson    Connie Hagen 
4230   74TH Street NW   6101   310TH Street NW 
Carpio, ND 58725    Berthold, ND 58718 
 
SPECIAL PROVISIONS have been made concerning Holy Communion to allow individuals in their homes who are 
worshipping virtually by Live Stream, to have bread and grape juice or wine available to be used during the time 
of Communion during the Live Streamed worship service. During Holy Communion follow the directions of the 
Pastor. The first two Sundays of each month is usually Holy Communion.  
 

 

 

Helpful tools to grow donations for your 

organization 
 

Unique AmazonSmile link 

Always share your unique link in your email, social media and on your website. When 

customers sign up for AmazonSmile, they’re asked to select one of over a million 

charities to support. When customers click on your unique link, they skip this charity 

selection process. Instead, they're taken to smile.amazon.com and are automatically 

asked if they want to support Zion Lutheran Church. 

Your unique charity link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0377884 

Ready-To-Use web banner 

You have access to a web banner that you can post in social media, email, and on your 

website. 

Social media tools 

You have access to ready-to-use Facebook and Twitter posts. These tools will help you 

spread the word on your organization’s social media accounts in seconds. 

 
How does AmazonSmile work? 
When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are prompted to select a charitable organization from over one million eligible 
organizations. In order to browse or shop at AmazonSmile, customers must first select a charitable organization. For eligible 
purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the customer’s selected 
charitable organization. 

  

http://www.zionberthold.com/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=1MSDXLS5F2GEY&M=urn:rtn:msg:20220715022158c1ef7e7a8934489890b04f628b30p0na&R=12EEFDNH16C9G&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F45-0377884%3Fref_%3Dpe_1723670_203812010&H=C32K66ZFYBVLV1ZAUNPEZ2HA6R4A&ref_=pe_1723670_203812010
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=1MSDXLS5F2GEY&M=urn:rtn:msg:20220715022158c1ef7e7a8934489890b04f628b30p0na&R=M0MMP8W3HW3H&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F45-0377884%3Fref_%3Dpe_1723670_203812010&H=SZWMABOPFYLXCMLJIVCQMITNOROA&ref_=pe_1723670_203812010
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=1MSDXLS5F2GEY&M=urn:rtn:msg:20220715022158c1ef7e7a8934489890b04f628b30p0na&R=1U9C9RYFKPJ9Z&T=C&U=https://org.amazon.com/ref%3Dpe_1723670_203812010_org_em_wel_logo_org&H=OJG8PBWXERZSSNRY43KLFBJM8HAA&ref_=pe_1723670_203812010_org_em_wel_logo_org


 

Camp Metigoshe Shape up the Shop and Mother the Camp 
 

Help us fill the camp kitchen and shop with things needed for summer camp. 

Donations can be dropped off at the Christian Center or at summer camp on Pelican 

Lake. Thank you for your generosity, as your donations add up to a significant cost 

savings. 

 

Camp Metigoshe Work Day will be June 3, 2023 at Pelican Lake at 9:00am. Please join us to help 
spruce up camp in preparation for the Summer Camp season! We need help with cleaning, mowing, 
gardening, and building. There will be different projects available to work on, so many hands will be 
appreciated. 
 

 

Metigoshe Ministries’ Quilt Auction is June 10, 2023 at 10:00am at the Metigoshe Christian 
Center. 

 
 

WND SYNOD ASSEMBLY is June 2ND – 4TH in the Bismarck Hotel & Conference Center. Pastor George, 
Cathy Armstrong, Barb Cooper, and Helen Grant will be representing us as they participate in this 
annual business meeting of our Synod. Please keep them in your prayers as important business is 
conducted that will be affecting our life and mission in both Carpio and Zion Lutheran Churches. 

 
KADE JOSEPH SCHIEVE was Baptized May 24TH in Zion. Kade is the son of Brandon & Rachel Schieve. 
Sponsor were Sarah Schieve and Cody Muscha. Let us graciously welcome this new child of God into 
God’s family in Zion Lutheran. 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to Taylor Christianson & Ryan Schweitzer as they will be united in 
marriage in a Wedding on June 10TH in Zion at 3pm. May God richly bless your new life 
together as one. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to Ronni Gregory & William Emerson as they will be united in marriage in a 
Wedding on June 17TH in Zion at 4pm. May God richly bless your new life together as one. 

 

breakfast cereal honey reams of paper Gift Cards to: 
old fashioned oatmeal mayonnaise paint brushes/rollers    Cenex 
tomato sauce pickles paint trays/drop cloths    Walmart 
canned vegetables Hershey Kisses® work gloves    Jason’s Market 
brown/white sugar s’more ingredients garden carts    Marketplace 
powdered sugar pasta kerosene    Amazon 
flour granola bars golf carts  
gluten-free flour napkins/paper towels floor jack  
gluten-free baking mix toilet paper chain saws  
chocolate chips dish soap rolls of screen  
peanut butter/jelly mosquito spray peg board hooks  
canned fruit paper cups/plates socket sets (standard & metric)  
pancake syrup sunscreen wrenches (standard & metric)  

We also have a wish list on Amazon. To access, go to: https://a.co/7lJvGoA 



A MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 
This Month’s Writer: Paul Marsh, GSB Fundraising Synod Partner 

 

 

 

 
Inviting Generosity! 
So much has been written by and for fundraisers about “the ask.” There is a bit of overhyped mythology 
around asking someone for a gift or gift commitment. 
 

First, let’s review how we get to the “ask,” what I prefer to call the “invitation.” 
 

The first step is that we must identify who we are inviting to be generous. In the congregational context, 
that’s pretty easy—it’s our members (or act-like members). Next, we want to inform these prospective 
donors what we are raising money for: replacing the roof? The parking lot? A new Bible study curriculum? 
The third—and I would argue most important—step is to inspire our prospective donors by linking the 
request to a vision of enhanced ministry. Tell the story of how someone’s life will be changed for the better 
as a result of a donor’s generosity. 
 

Finally, it is time to invite that generosity. Your first job is to listen to the donor. What are they passionate 
about? Is this a project or ministry that they would be excited to support? 
 

If you are inviting a major gift, a challenge gift, or a lead gift for a campaign, it is important to meet the 
prospective donor (and their spouse) in person. Use a case statement to inform and inspire them. Then 
share a proposal which invites them to prayerfully consider a specific gift or a specific range of gifts: 
 

“…would you prayerfully consider a gift of $10,000?” 
 

As you read that out loud, pause afterwards to let them consider your request. Let the donor break the 
silence. 
 

Here’s the most important thing to remember: your job is not to get a “yes.” It is, rather, to get a decision. 
We are not selling them anything, we are inviting them to be a part of something important. 
 

As Henri Nouwen in his book “A Spirituality of Fundraising” writes, "We do not need to worry about the 
money. Rather, we need to worry about whether, through the invitation we offer the donor and the 
relationship we develop with them, they will come closer to God." 
 

Don’t forget that you are not alone in this endeavor. My partner Pete Reuss and I are available for you to 
call, Zoom, email or text with questions or to simply talk through a visit with a donor in your congregation. 
Our contact information is on the  ND Synod website under “staff.” 
 

Go forth and invite generosity! It is life changing for the donor AND for your ministry. 
 

Paul Marsh, GSB Fundraising Synod Partner 
 
 
 

Synod Assembly 2023 
Sat. June 3 – Sun. June 4, 2023  

Bismarck Hotel and Conference Center 
Pre-Assembly Workshops Fri. June 2 

  

June 2023 

 



 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Joint Worship is during the months of June, July & August 

and will alternate between Zion and Carpio at 10am. 

1 

10am 

Parish Bible Study 

in Carpio  

2 

1:30pm 

WND Synod 

Assembly 

Worshops  

6:30pm 

WND Synod 

Assembly Opening 

Reception - 

Bismarck  

3 

8am 

WND Synod 

Assembly - Bismarck  

4 

8am 

WND Synod Assembly - 

Bismarck  

10am 

Joint Worship in Zion - 

led by Mr. Jeff Moen  

11am 

Fellowship  

5 

1pm 

Ecumenical 

Quilting at Zion  

7pm 

Zion Church 

Council  

6 7 8 

10am 

Parish Bible Study 

in Carpio  

9 

4pm 

Wedding Rehearsal 

at Zion  

10 

3pm 

Christianson/Schwei

tzer Wedding - Zion  

11 

Soup Pot Sunday in 

Carpio  

10am 

Joint Worship in Carpio 

with Holy Communion - 

Polka Service  

11am 

Fellowship  

12 

1pm 

Ecumenical 

Quilting at Zion  

13 

10am-12pm Food 

Pantry Open  

5pm-7pm 

Food Pantry Open  

14 15 

10am 

Parish Bible Study 

in Carpio  

7pm 

SRT Annual 

Meeting - State 

Fair Center  

16 

5pm 

Wedding Rehearsal 

at Zion  

17 

4pm 

Gregory/Emerson 

Wedding in Zion  

18 

Father's Day  

10am 

Joint Worship in Zion  

11am 

Fellowship  

19 

1pm 

Ecumenical 

Quilting at Zion  

20 21 22 

10am 

Parish Bible Study 

in Carpio  

23 24 

25 

10am 

Joint Worship in Carpio  

11am 

Fellowship  

26 

9am-3pm 

Zion Day Camp 

with Metigoshe 

Ministries  

1pm 

Ecumenical 

Quilting at Zion  

27 

9am-3pm 

Zion Day Camp 

with Metigoshe 

Ministries  

 

28 

9am-3pm 

Zion Day Camp with 

Metigoshe 

Ministries  

 

29 

9am-3pm 

Zion Day Camp 

with Metigoshe 

Ministries  

10am 

Parish Bible Study 

in Carpio  

30 

9am-11:30am 

Zion Day Camp with 

Metigoshe 

Ministries  

 

 

 


